EMSL Office Wing Dedicated to Memory of Distinguishe& User
25,000-square-toot space houses nearly 100 computational, interfacial and nanoscale science
statf

On April 28, 2008, 25,000 square feet of new office
space at the Environmental Molecular Sciences
Laboratory was dedicated to the memory of
Professor J. Mike White, a Robert A. Welch Chair of
Materials Chemistry at the University of Texas at
Austin, founding Director of the Pacific Northwest
National Laboratory’s Institute for Interfacial
Catalysis, and distinguished EMSL user.

White passed away unexpectedly on August 31, 2007,
while visiting his son in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
During his lengthy career, he pioneered research in
many areas of surface chemistry, catalysis, the
dynamics of surface reactions, and photoassisted

surface reactions. The family of Mike White stands next to the plaque erected in
his honor at EMSL. From left: daughter RaeAnne, wife
White’s wife Gwen: children Mark. Paul. and Gwen, son Mark, daughter-in-law Melissa, and son Paul.

RaeAnne; daughter-in-law Melissa; and longtime

research associate Yangming Sun attended the dedication, along with more than 100 of White’s colleagues,
including former EMSL Director Bill Rogers and Charlie Campbell, professor of chemistry at the University
of Washington and member of EMSL’s Science Advisory Committee. Both had been mentored by White
eatly in their careers. A plaque memorializing White was unveiled during dedication of the $4.8-million wing,
which was completed in December. The space houses more than 90 staff and users who began moving into
the wing in February.

“Mike most embodied what he researched—catalysis,” said Paul Bayer, EMSL Program Manager from the
DOE Office of Biological and Environmental Research. “Through his scientific expertise, mentorship, and
collaborative nature, he was the catalyst for producing impactful science and mentoring the careers of current
and future EMSL. users.”

In White’s honor, Rogers and Campbell have created the J.M. White Graduate Fellowship in Chemistry
(http://iic.pnl.gov/docs/im white endowment letter.pdf), which has already raised $40,000 and is on a
trajectory to reach $100,000, according to Campbell.

For more information, contact EMSL Communications Manager Mary Ann Showalter (509-371-6017).
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