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Nathan Yee Wins Honors for Geochemistry Research 
 
Geochemistry research by EMSL user Nathan Yee has garnered two honors this 
year. First, it was selected and cited in July 2009 in Science as an Editor's 
Choice in the area of Geochemistry. Also, his research earned him the 2009 
Houtermans’ medal from the European Association for Geochemistry.  
 
Using sophisticated instruments, including electron and Mössbauer 
spectrometry at the Department of Energy’s EMSL, Yee leads studies on how 
microbes reduce or mediate the toxicity of mercury and other metals. These 
studies are providing information to aid in designing effective contaminant 
sequestration technologies, key to halting toxins movement toward rivers and 
other waterways.  
 
This Houterman medal honors a young researcher, no more than 35 years of 
age, who has made exceptional contributions to geochemistry. Yee received this 
honor at the Goldschmidt Conference in Davos, Switzerland. 
 
“The Houtermans’ Medal was a complete surprise,” said Yee, an assistant professor at Rutgers, The State University of 
New Jersey. “I’m humbled and deeply honored to receive this award.” 
 
“We are so pleased that the European Association for Geochemistry has chosen Nathan Yee as this year’s recipient of 
the Houtermans’ Medal,” remarked Robert M. Goodman, executive dean of Rutgers School of Environmental and 
Biological Sciences. “Nathan’s work as a young scientist is truly exceptional and deserving of this recognition.” 
 
A fun and engaging professor, Yee teaches environmental geochemistry, water chemistry, and other geology-related 
subjects. He  is already amassing a solid publication record. He has written more than 20 peer-reviewed articles, with  
articles appearing in top-rated journals. 
 
For more information, contact EMSL Communications Manager Mary Ann Showalter (509-371-6017). 
 


