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Abstract: The Eumycete fungi (primarily Basidiomycota and Ascomycota) are key organisms in the
degradation of wood, plant and animal material. While ascomycetes are less capable of rapid wood
decay than basidiomycetes, they are considered more important lignocellulose degraders in
compromised environmental systems. As our biogeochemical landscape continues to change, for
instance through increasing soil temperatures, it can be assumed then that the relative role of
ascomycetes in carbon processing will increase. Yet, the rates, mechanisms, and regulation of
lignocelluose degradation by ascomycetes have undergone only minimal investigation and remain
poorly understood.



